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Principal’s Message
Dear Parents and Students,
Following further reform of the English curriculum which our Secondary School Curriculum reﬂects, we have designed a
GCSE programme to meet the interests, abilities and aspirations of our students, whilst ensuring they are prepared to
progress to a number of diﬀerent curricula after their GCSEs.
The GCSEs consist of a 2 year programme of study in Years 10 and 11 (in Key Stage 4).
At SCS, students complete Key Stage 3 study (Year 7 to 9) and then move on to their GCSE Options in Year 10 –
allowing them to select their own subjects in certain areas.

All students will study the core subjects, optional GCSE subjects and non GCSE subjects. Which subject is most
applicable to any individual student depends upon their academic ability, motivation and personal interests and options
should be discussed with subject teachers.
In addition:
Muslim students must study Islamic Studies as part of their course. This is not a GCSE option, but will be covered out of
options.
Whilst SCS does not insist on taking a Modern Foreign Language at GCSE, it is highly recommended to do so.
Students will also participate in Core PE, which is not examined.
In Year 11, students who have been identiﬁed as requiring individual support may be asked to reduce their number of
subjects to allow for intervention. This would be the result of several factors:
1. GCSE predictions from CATs
2. Performance on School Progress Reviews
3. Attitude to Learning in School
Actions would be made on an individual basis at the recommendation of the school.
All students will be required to discuss their choice of subject with their subject teachers, Form Tutor, and Mrs.Gillies.
We look forward to working with our students and enabling them to achieve strong GCSE results.

Mrs. Leanne Fridd
Principal
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Welcome to Safa Community School
Dear Parents,
Our aim at Safa Community School (SCS) is to provide each and every one of our students with a broad and
balanced KS4 curriculum that is tailored to the individual’s needs containing a range of possibilities and
opportunities for their education Post-16. The Key Stage 4 courses and the way they are taught at SCS are designed
to best prepare your child for their future. We hope therefore that you and your child will find our Key Stage 4
courses meet your needs and ambitions for the future. The purpose of this booklet is to give you all the information
you need about the exciting range of courses your child could study in Years 10 and 11 (Key Stage 4) at SCS. We
hope you will find it not only interesting but a useful reference tool throughout the two years of Key Stage 4. It
will show you at a glance the various subjects on offer, the areas of study and key skills in need of development
for each; and how each course is structured and assessed. Hopefully, the programme we have developed to assist
students in choosing options, including this booklet, will answer many of your questions about this important stage
in your child’s life. If however you still have queries or wish to have further information, then do not hesitate to
contact the school
On behalf of all the staff at SCS, I would like to wish your son/daughter every success as they embark on this new
and exciting phase of their education.

Mr Mike Davis
Head of Secondary

“At SCS we aim to enable our learners to have success for today and to be prepared for tomorrow.”
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Guidance when choosing GCSE courses
GCSE is the acronym for the General Certificate of Secondary Education. They are undertaken over the two years of Key
Stage 4, i.e. Years 10 and 11 At SCS we oﬀer GCSEs, IGCSEs and BTECs. Please consider the following when making your
final decisions regarding your GCSE courses.

Avoid the Big Mistakes
 You should avoid selecting a subject because you like your teacher - they might not be teaching your class next year!
 You should not let your friends’ inﬂuence your options. Even-more-so, do not choose a subject because your friends
are choosing it. Just because your friends enjoy it doesn’t mean you will. There is also no certainty that you will be
in the same class or that you will even stay friends over the next two years.
 Remember, GCSE subjects are studied for two years. Make your choice based on what you enjoy, what you are
interested in and what you want to do in the future.

Exam Dates
Exam timetables are issued about 6 months before final examinations. They are set externally and are the same across
the world. Frequently they will occur in the UAE during Ramadan and some holidays. All exams have to be taken on the
date allocated. International schools have the timings on the day in question adjusted, but it does mean that students
sometimes have to take examinations on Fridays and often at early or late times during the day.
SCS also sets mock examinations. These are really important to help students prepare for the final GCSE examinations. It
is absolutely imperative that parents do not take children out of school on family holidays during their GCSE years.

Exam Fees
Please note that in line with all other independent schools, SCS charges for all external examinations and, if required, resits, readers and scribes. Students are required to enter examinations for all their subjects regardless of their attainment.
Invoices will be issued once entries have been made, normally a part of the term 2 fees invoice.

Awarding Bodies
SCS is accredited & authorised to oﬀer examinations from the three largest providers; Edexcel, AQA and AQA Oxford.
Diﬀerent examination boards are used depending on what content their course oﬀers - there is no diﬀerence between
them in terms of academic rigour.

Exam Grading
Due to current reforms by the Department for Education in
England, all subjects have been reformed to follow the new
grading scale of 9 - 1. Please see the conversion table below.
IGCSEs will retain the numerical grades. This means that for
now students will be awarded a mixture of the old style letter
grades (A*-G) and numerical awards (9-1), depending on their
subject choices
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Stage 4 Curriculum
As Safa Community School, it is our aim to provide our post 16 students with a stimulating and purposeful curriculum,
leading to qualifications which are internationally recognised and accepted as entry requirements for Higher Education.
We aim to offer students a broad and balanced curriculum combined with opportunities to develop into responsible
members of the adult community.
All students study the following subjects:  GCSEs in English Language and English Literature  GCSE Mathematics (one of 2 pathways)
 GCSE Science (one of 2 pathways)  Physical Education (PE)  Personal, Social, Health, Citizenship and Economic Education
(PSHCEE)  Islamic Education or Cultural Studies  Arabic passports holders study Ministry Arabic During the two core PE lessons per
week, students participate in a number of activities, ranging from competitive sports to those promoting and developing health and fitness.
Social Studies/PSHCEE lessons with form tutors support the overall development of students. Topics covered include careers education
and work related learning, health education, study skills and target setting. Social Studies is compulsory for Year 10 students and covers
the Ministry Curriculum. Muslim students attend two lessons of Islamic Education per week, one during a study period and one timetabled
against Cultural Studies, and follow the Ministry of Education curriculum. Optional Subjects Students are required to select four subjects
that they would like to study and two reserve choices. Option blocks will be created around the choices selected by internal candidates
wherever possible. Students are asked to identify these reserve choices as, inevitably, there will be a small minority of students whose
first choices will not be possible due to blocking constraints. Therefore it is important that reserve choices are chosen wisely. In choosing
subjects to study at GCSE, students should think carefully about the following points:  What do I enjoy?  What am I good at?  What do
I need for future A level choices and beyond?  Do I have a balance of subjects that demonstrate a wide skill set?  Do my subjects qualify
for the EBacc?  Have I made the most informed decision that I can?  How successful have previous cohorts been in this subject? 
Does the specification look engaging?  Which subjects have a track record of success? (Last year’s results are included at the end of
this prospectus to evidence the most recent performance).

Compulsory Subjects

Optional Subjects

EXAMINED

NOT EXAMINED

English Literature
English Language
Mathematics
Sciences
Ministry Arabic (Arabic
passport holders) - This
takes up one of the
students’ options

Islamic Education
(Muslims)
Cultural Studies (nonMuslims)
Physical Education (Core)
PSHCEE/Social Studies
(in tutor times)
Moral Education (taught
through other subjects)

GCSE Arabic
Art & Design
Business Studies
Computer Science
Contemporary Design
Design Technology
Drama
Enterprise
Food and Nutrition
French
Geography
History
Music
Photography
GCSE Physical Education
Psychology
Spanish

*Arabic is only available to “Arabic A” students and is a compulsory subject.

Academic Enrichment
Academic progress will also be reviewed regularly with teaching staff. Mock examinations are set prior to external
examinations in both years and written reports will be sent to parents. Parents will be invited to meet subject staff and
tutors to discuss progress at pertinent points during each academic year.

Islamic Education and Arabic A
Muslim students and students holding Arabic passports will be required to study Islamic Education and Arabic A
respectively. Arabic students are required to study 160 minutes per week and Islamic students 80 minutes per week.
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Arabic
Art & Design
Biology
Business Studies
Chemistry
Computer Science
Contemporary Design
Design & Technology
Drama
English Language
English Literature
Enterprise
Food Preparation & Nutrition
Geography
History
Mathematics
Modern Foreign Languages
Music
Photography
Physical Education
Physics
Psychology

GCSE
Qualifications
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Arabic
Arabic as a First Language [iGCSE]
The Edexcel International GCSE in Arabic (First Language) qualification enables students
to:
 Develop their ability to read, understand and respond to material from a variety
of sources.
 Develop their ability to communicate accurately in writing, matching style to
audience and purpose.
 Develop their understanding of the structure and variety of language.
 Further their personal development, and an understanding of themselves and the world around them.
 Appreciate the richness, beauty and diversity of the Arabic language.
Key features and benefits are:
 Assessment through two compulsory written papers.
 The choice of writing tasks in Paper 2 allows students to demonstrate a range of writing styles.
 That the qualification encourages reading of both contemporary and classical Arabic, fiction and non-fiction.
 Language awareness and usage assessed through grammatical exercises.

EXAM BOARD: EDEXCEL [iGCSE]
COURSE CODE: 1AD0
ASSESSMENT: EXTERNAL ASSIGNMENT (40%) & PORTFOLIO (60%)

Arabic as a Second Language [GCSE]
The Edexcel GCSE in Arabic consists of four units based on the following skills: speaking, listening,
 reading and writing.
 The Edexcel GCSE (Short Course) in Arabic: Spoken Language is formed of two of
these units
 (speaking and listening) and the Edexcel GCSE (Short Course) in Arabic: Written
Language is formed of the other two units (reading and writing).
 All qualifications offer choice, flexibility and focus.
 Students may be entered for a short course at the end of Year 10 or Year 11,
however it is no longer possible for students to ‘top up’ from a short course to the
full GCSE.

How it’s assessed
Unit 1: Listening and Understanding in Arabic *Unit code: 5AR01 [46% of the total GCSE]
Unit 2: Speaking in Arabic *Unit code: 5AR02 [27% of the total GCSE]
Unit 3: Reading and Understanding in Arabic *Unit code: 5AR03 [23% of the total GCSE]
Unit 4: Writing in Arabic *Unit code: 5AR04 [27% of the total GCSE]

EXAM BOARD: EDEXCEL
COURSE CODE: 1AD0
ASSESSMENT: EXTERNAL ASSIGNMENT (40%) & PORTFOLIO (60%)
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Art & Design
Course Outline
The GCSE in Art, Craft and Design is a broad and flexible course that requires students to
develop an appreciation of the creative process through a practical response, using a variety
of two-dimensional and three-dimensional media, materials, techniques and processes.
Students should explore critically how artists, craftspeople and designers from diverse cultures,
times and societies have arrived at solutions and communicated meaning using the formal elements. Students should use this
knowledge when developing new ideas, recording observations and creating outcomes which fully realise their personal intentions.
Within the course students will have the opportunity to develop skills within drawing, painting, print-making, graphics, textiles,
photography and sculpture. Students will also be expected to demonstrate the ability to record their ideas, observations, insights and
judgments through written annotation, using suitable specialist vocabulary.

Topics Studied
During YR10 students will study the topic of “Natural Forms” and “Manufactured Objects”. As well as developing critical
understanding of artwork pupils will develop practical skills in drawing, painting, photography, textiles, print-making and sculpture.
Towards the end of YR10 pupils will choose their own topic to study, starting points may include; fantasy, portraits, world events,
messages. This project will continue into YR11 until January when the externally set task is started.

How it’s assessed

Component 1 – Portfolio

Component 2 – Externally set Task

Project work completed during YY10 and YR11
consisting of sketchbook studies and final piece.
Portfolio work will be completed both in school
and at home. Assessed internally and moderated
in June by the exam board. Worth 60% of the GCSE
marks.

Project work based on a topic sent by the exam
board in January of YR11. Sketchbook work will be
completed both in school and at home and the
final pieces will be produced during a 10 hour
controlled exam session. Assessed internally and
moderated in June by the exam board. Worth 40%
of the GCSE marks.

Why choose it?
The course provides a solid pathway onto the A-Level Art & Design and higher education with the arts. Career pathways within the
creative industries include art therapy, fashion design, architecture, interior design, photography, special effects, make-up artist,
illustration, animation, architecture and graphic design.

EXAM BOARD: EDEXCEL
COURSE CODE: 14D0
ASSESSMENT: EXTERNAL ASSIGNMENT (40%) & PORTFOLIO (60%)
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Biology
Course Outline
GCSE Biology is based on a series of topics related to the living world and relevant to students.
It is designed to help them understand how Science can be used to explain the world in which
they live and the impact humans have. We will develop students' practical skills with hands-on
work which helps engage and enthuse them. Students can see how science is used to solve
problems ranging from infectious diseases to creating biofuels. It is suitable for students of all abilities, whether they intend further
study in Science or not. It can open the doors to future careers in Medicine and the Life Sciences. It is a linear course, this means
students will study the course for two years and sit the final papers at the end of the course. Students will sit two papers at the end
of the course.

Topics Studied
The topics covers from the specification include:
1. Cell biology
2. Organisation
3. Infection and response
4. Bioenergetics
5. Homeostasis and response
6. Inheritance, variation and evolution
7. Ecology
8. Key ideas

How it’s assessed

Paper 1
Topics 1–4: Cell biology; Organisation; Infection and
response; and Bioenergetics
Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes
100 marks
50% of GCSE
Questions
Multiple choice, structured, closed short answer and
open response.

Paper 2
Topics 5-8
Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes
100 marks
50% of GCSE
Questions
Multiple choice, structured, closed short answer and
open response.

EXAM BOARD: AQA
COURSE CODE: 8464 / 8461
ASSESSMENT: EXTERNAL ASSESSMENT (100%)
11 | P a g e

Busi ness Studies
Course Outline
Students are introduced to business through building knowledge of core business
concepts and applying them to business contexts to develop a broad understanding of
how businesses work. They then consider the influence of the external environment on
business activity before developing an in-depth knowledge of the functional areas of
finance, marketing, human resources and operations. Throughout the course students will
apply their knowledge and understanding to different business contexts, ranging from
small enterprises, to large multinationals operating in local, national and global markets.
UNIT 1: BUSINESS IN THE REAL WORLD







Purpose and nature of business
Business ownership
Setting business aims and objectives
Stakeholders
Business Planning
Expanding a business

UNIT 4. HUMAN RESOURCES





Organisational Structures
Recruitment and selection
Motivating employees
Training

UNIT 2: INFLUENCES ON BUSINESS
 Technology
 Ethical and environmental
considerations
 The economic climate
 Globalisation
 Legislation
 Competitive Environment
UNIT 5: MARKETING

UNIT 3: BUSINESS OPERATIONS





Production processes
The role of procurement
The concept of quality
Good customer service

UNIT 6: FINANCE

 Identifying and understanding
customers
 Market segmentation
 Purpose and methods of market
research
 Marketing Mix: Product, Price, Place
and Promotion






Sources of Finance
Cash Flow
Financial Terms & Calculations
Analysing the financial
performance of a business

Assessment Criteria
PAPER 1: INFLUENCES OF OPERATIONS AND HUMAN
RESOURCES ON BUSINESS ACTIVITY
●
●
●
●
●

Externally assessed
2 hour written examination (90 marks)
50% of the international GCSE
Questions will be drawn from Units 1,2,3 and 4.
Structure:
 Section A–15 marks. This section has multiple choice
and short answer questions.
 Section B–approximately 40 marks. This section has
one case study/data response stimuli and contains a
mixture of 6–8 compulsory short answer and
extended response questions.
 Section C–approximately 35 marks. This section has
one case study/data response stimuli and contains a
mixture of 6–8 compulsory short answer and
extended response questions.

PAPER 2: INFLUENCES OF MARKETING AND FINANCE ON
BUSINESS ACTIVITY
●
●
●
●
●

●

Externally assessed
2 hour written examination (90 marks)
50% of the international GCSE
Questions will be drawn from Units 1,2,5 and 6.
Structure:
 Section A–15 marks. This section has multiple choice
and short answer questions.
 Section B–approximately 40 marks. This section has
one case study/data response stimuli and contains a
mixture of 6–8 compulsory short answer and
extended response questions.
Section C–approximately 35 marks. This section has one
case study/data response stimuli and contains a mixture
of 6–8 compulsory short answer and extended response
questions.

EXAM BOARD: OXFORD AQA
COURSE CODE: 9225
ASSESSMENT: EXAM PAPER X 2
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Chemistry
Course Outline
GCSE Chemistry gives students the chance to gain a good understanding of atomic
structure, chemical changes and organic chemistry. The speciﬁcation is based on a series of
topics related to particles and chemical reactions and relevant to students. It is designed to
help them understand how Science can be used to explain the world in which they live and
the responsibilities humans have. Teachers encourage students to develop their practical
skills with hands-on work which helps engage and enthuse them. Students can see how
science is used to solve problems ranging from industrial issues to environmental concerns.
It is suitable for students of all abilities, whether they intend further study in Science or not. It can open the doors to future careers
in Medicine and Industry. It is a linear course, this means students will study the course for two years and sit the final papers at the
end of the course. Students will sit two papers at the end of the course.

Topics Studied
1. Atomic structure and the periodic table
2. Bonding, structure, and the properties of matter
3. Quantitative chemistry
4. Chemical changes
5. Energy changes
6. The rate and extent of chemical change
7. Organic chemistry
8. Chemical analysis
9. Chemistry of the atmosphere
10. Using resources

How it’s assessed
Paper 1

Paper 2

Topics 1–5: Atomic structure and the periodic table;
Bonding, structure, and the properties of matter;
Quantitative chemistry, Chemical changes; and Energy
changes.

Topics 6–10: The rate and extent of chemical change;

Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes
100 marks
50% of GCS
Multiple choice, structured, closed short answer and
open response.

Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes

Organic chemistry; Chemical analysis, Chemistry of the
atmosphere; and Using resources.

100 marks
50% of GCSE
Multiple choice, structured, closed short answer and
open response.

EXAM BOARD: AQA
COURSE CODE: 8464/8462
ASSESSMENT: EXTERNAL ASSESSMENT 100%
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Computer Science
Course Outline
The Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9–1) in Computer Science consists of two
externally-examined papers and a non-examined assessment component.
Students must complete the non-examined component in March and all external
assessments in May/June in any single year.

Topics Studied
● Understanding of what algorithms are, what they are used for and how they work; ability to interpret, amend and create
algorithms.
● Understand the requirements for writing program code.
● Understanding of binary representation, data representation, data storage and compression, encryption and databases.
● Understanding of components of computer systems; ability to construct truth tables, produce logic statements and read and
interpret pseudo-code.
● Understanding of computer networks, the internet and the worldwide web.
● Awareness of emerging trends in computing technologies, the impact of computing on individuals, society and the
environment, including ethical, legal and ownership issues.
● Understanding how to develop program code and constructs, data types, structures, input/output, operators and
subprograms.
This component may also draw on:
● Understanding of binary representation, data representation, data storage and compression, encryption and databases.
● Understanding of components of computer systems; ability to construct truth tables, produce logic statements and read and
interpret pseudo-code.

How it’s assessed
Component 1 – Principles of Computer
Science

Component 2 – Application of
Computational Thinking

Component 3 - Project

Written examination: 1 hour and 40 minutes
40% of the qualification — 80 marks

Written examination: 2 hours
40% of the qualification
80 marks

Non-examined assessment: 20
hours
20% of the qualification — 60
marks

Why choose it?
Students are introduced to core principles of computer science and develop skills in problem solving and computational thinking.
This builds on skills learned in Key Stages 1 to 3 in Computer Science/IT while also ensuring that students new to the subject are
appropriately supported. Following on from more visual programming environments, programming skills are further developed using
high-level textual programming languages.

EXAM BOARD: EDEXCEL
COURSE CODE: 1CP1
ASSESSMENT: EXTERNAL ASSIGNMENT (80%) & COURSEWORK (20%)
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Contemporary Design
Course Outline
From the foundation of KS3 the course leads to (at KS4) the following GCSE (see below).
Good partnership subjects that Architects look for are: Science (physics), Engineering,
Design and Technology, Art and other creative courses. The same applies to progression at
KS5 with Safa Community School currently offering Product Design A level which would be
the natural progression based on what is currently on offer.

Topics Studied
With a focus on the design discipline of architecture, students should be seen to complete work that has a strong link to
environmental considerations and sustainability within their practice. Students should be demonstrating skills in visual
communication, both hand drawing and CAD, along with an understanding and application of diagrams and model making skills.

How it’s assessed
Component 1 – Coursework portfolio
● Address all of the Assessment Objectives (AO1
Investigation / AO2 Design ideas / AO3 Record / AO4
Present – final ideas)
● Produce evidence of drawing and written annotation
● Work in appropriate area(s) of study
● Show a coherent journey with a sustained focus.
● The quality of the work submitted for assessment is key.
Students will be supported to submit only work which
evidences the requirements of the 4 AO’s to the very best
standard.

Component 2 – Examination
During the 10-hour period of sustained focus, students will
produce their final response(s) to the Externally Set
Assignment, based on their preparatory studies taking place
in term 2 of year 11.
Final response(s) could be a single artefact, a series of
artefacts or a group of artefacts. Students must work
unaided under examination conditions during this time.
The 10-hour period of sustained focus under examination
conditions may take place over multiple sessions (a
maximum of four within three consecutive weeks). Students
must not add to their supervised work between the
supervised sessions for the 10-hour period of sustained
focus, and it is the responsibility of the centre to ensure that
no additional work is brought in to or out of each timed
session. Work must not be added to or altered once
submitted for assessment.

Why choose it?
With a focus on the design discipline of architecture, students should be seen to complete work that has a strong link to
environmental considerations and sustainability within their practice. Students should be demonstrating skills in visual
communication, both hand drawing and CAD, along with an understanding of the diagram and model making skills.

EXAM BOARD: EDEXCEL
COURSE CODE: 4TD1
ASSESSMENT: EXTERNAL ASSIGNMENT (50%) & COURSEWORK (50%)
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Design and Technology
Course Outline
At Safa Community School GCSE Design and Technology will prepare students to participate
confidently and successfully in an increasingly technological world. Students will gain
awareness and learn from wider influences on Design and Technology including historical,
social, cultural, environmental and economic factors. Students will get the opportunity to
work creatively when designing and making and apply technical and practical expertise.

Topics Studied
With a focus on the design discipline of architecture, students should be seen to complete work that has a strong link to
environmental considerations and sustainability within their practice. Students should be demonstrating skills in visual
communication, both hand drawing and CAD, along with an understanding and application of diagrams and model making skills.

How it’s assessed
Component 1 – Coursework portfolio
Practical application of core technical principles, specialist
technical principles and designing & making principles.
Non-exam assessment should take approximately 30-35
hours.
Substantial design and make task.
Assessment criteria:
Investigating; Designing; Making; Analysing and Evaluating.
Students will produce a working prototype and a portfolio
of evidence (max 20 pages). Work will be marked by
teachers and moderated by AQA.

Component 2 – Examination
During the 10-hour period of sustained focus, students will
produce their final response(s) to the Externally Set
Assignment, based on their preparatory studies taking place
in term 2 of year 11.
Final response(s) could be a single artefact, a series of
artefacts or a group of artefacts. Students must work
unaided under examination conditions during this time.
The 10-hour period of sustained focus under examination
conditions may take place over multiple sessions (a
maximum of four within three consecutive weeks). Students
must not add to their supervised work between the
supervised sessions for the 10-hour period of sustained
focus, and it is the responsibility of the centre to ensure that
no additional work is brought in to or out of each timed
session. Work must not be added to or altered once
submitted for assessment.

Why choose it?
The GCSE allows students to study core technical and designing and making principles, including a broad range of design processes,
materials techniques and equipment. They will also have the opportunity to study specialist technical principles in greater depth such
as resistant materials, textiles, graphics and electronics.

EXAM BOARD: AQA
COURSE CODE: 8552
ASSESSMENT: EXTERNAL ASSIGNMENT (50%) & COURSEWORK (50%)
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Drama
Course Outline
The specification engages and encourages students to become confident performers
and designers with the skills they need for a bright and successful future. The written
exam paper is designed to help all students realise their full potential. It uses a variety
of question styles and asks students to combine what they’ve learned about how drama
is performed with their practical experience and imagination.

Topics Studied
We've built in as much opportunity as possible for students to do what they like best – participate in performance.
All students explore texts practically and work on two text-based performances.
Students can choose to develop as a:
· Performer
· Designer (lighting, sound, set, costume, puppets)
· Performer and designer.
Whichever option they choose, students can be sure to gather many invaluable skills, both theatrical and transferable, to expand
their horizons.

How it’s assessed
Component 1

Understanding drama
What's assessed
Knowledge and understanding of drama
and theatre.
Study of one set play from a choice of six.
Analysis and evaluation of the work of live
theatre makers.
How it's assessed
Written exam:
1 hour and 45 minutes
80 marks — 40 % of GCSE
Section A: multiple choice (4 marks).
Section B: four questions on a given
extract from the set play chosen
(44 marks).
Section C: one question (from a choice) on
the work of theatre makers in a single live
theatre production (32 marks).

Component 2
Devising drama (practical)
What's assessed

Component 3
Texts in practice (practical)
What's assessed

Process of creating devised drama.
Performance of devised drama (students
may contribute as performer or designer).
Analysis and evaluation of own work.
How it's assessed

Performance of two extracts from
one play
(students may contribute as
performer or designer).
Free choice of play but it must
contrast with the set play chosen for
Component 1.
How it's assessed

Devising log (60 marks)
Devised performance
(20 marks)
80 marks in total
40 % of GCSE
This component is marked by
teacher

Performance of Extract 1
(20 marks) and Extract 2
(20 marks)
40 marks in total
20 % of GCSE

Why choose it?
The specification ensures continuity for students progressing from GCSE Drama to AS and A-level Drama and Theatre.
Students who go on to AS or A-level are already familiar with studying a whole set text for the written paper. They have built solid
foundations in reviewing a live theatre production and in interpreting key extracts.
All of these aspects feature in the AS and A-level as well as the GCSE.

EXAM BOARD: AQA
COURSE CODE: 8261
ASSESSMENT: EXTERNAL ASSIGNMENT (50%) & COURSEWORK (50%)
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English Language
Course Outline
The IGCSE Edexcel English Language A content features an appropriate, updated and engaging
selection of texts ranging from British heritage to global cultures. Anthology texts are exciting
and suitable for all students, due to the diverse range of authors included. The texts to be
studied comprise poetry and prose as well as non-fiction literature

Topics Studied
Students will study non-fiction texts focusing on transactional writing skills. Students will improve their reading skills with a mixture of
questions related to their anthology and one unseen text.

How it’s assessed
Component 1 – Coursework portfolio
Poetry and Prose Texts / Imaginative Writing

Component 2 – Examination
Paper 1: Non-fiction Texts and Transactional Writing

40% of the international GCSE

60% of the International GCSE

Internally Assessed

Externally Assessed

Total of 60 marks

Total of 90 marks

Assignment A: Essay question based on two poetry or two

Section A: Reading - A mixture of questions relating to the

prose texts. 30 marks available.

anthology and one unseen extract. Total of 45 marks.

Two pieces of written coursework.

Examination duration is 2 hours and 15 minutes.

Assignment B: Imaginative Writing. 30 marks available.

Section B: Transactional Writing - A choice of writing tasks,

Students will be provided with poetry and prose texts.

focusing on purpose, audience and form. Total of 45 marks.
Students will be provided with the anthology text in the
examination

Why choose it?
Although, the English language is not the most spoken language in the world, it is the official language spoken in sixty countries. It is
estimated that two billion people communicate in English, every single day! English is widely regarded as the language of higher
education. Oxford, Cambridge, Harvard and MIT are English speaking Universities, who desire all students to contain a GCSE English
Language pass.

EXAM BOARD: EDEXCEL
COURSE CODE: 4EA1
ASSESSMENT: EXTERNAL ASSIGNMENT (60%) & COURSEWORK (40%)

18 | P a g e

English Literature
Course Outline
English literature allows students to develop an appreciation of the ways in which authors
achieve their literary effects and to develop the skills needed for literary study. The subject
also encourages them to explore, through literature, the cultures of their own and other
societies. Students will find enjoyment in reading literature and understand its influence on
individuals and societies.

Topics Studied
Students will embark on the Edexcel course in September 2018, and SCS will follow the International GCSE route, to suit the needs of
our students.
This route will involve 60% examination and 40% written coursework, please see the outline below for more clarification:

How it’s assessed
Paper 1 – Poetry and Modern Prose
Content summary
• The poetry collection from Part 3 of the Pearson
Edexcel
International GCSE English Anthology.
• One modern prose text from the list of set texts (page
9). • Develop
skills to analyse unseen poetry.
• Develop skills to analyse how language, form, structure
and
contextual factors can be used to create meanings and
effects.
• Develop skills to maintain a critical style and informed
personal
response.
• Develop comparison skills.

Component 2 – Coursework
Content summary
• One modern drama text from the list of set texts (page
9). • One
literary heritage text from the list of set texts (page 9).
• Develop skills to analyse how language, form, structure
and
contextual factors are used to create meaning and
effect.
• Develop skills to maintain a critical style and informed
personal
response.

Why choose it?

The IGCSE Edexcel English Literature content features an appropriate, updated and engaging selection of texts ranging from British
heritage to global cultures. Anthology texts are exciting and suitable for all students, due to the diverse range of authors included.
The texts to be studied comprise poetry and prose as well as non-fiction literature.

EXAM BOARD: EDEXCEL
COURSE CODE: 4EA1
ASSESSMENT: EXTERNAL ASSIGNMENT (60%) & COURSEWORK (40%)
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Enterprise
Course Outline
IGCSE Enterprise is a two-year course (50% course work/ 50% exam). IGCSE Enterprise is a
unique syllabus that brings the world of business into the classroom and gives learners a
clear insight into what it means to think like an entrepreneur.

Topics Studied
Identifying your project – setting up a new enterprise, skills, opportunities and risks, market research
Planning your project – Business plan, action plan, sources of finance, accounts and marketing
Implementing your project – Whole school trade event, negotiation, communication, help and support
Evaluating your project – Evaluation

How it’s assessed
Component 1 - Coursework

60 marks

Portfolio of evidence based on candidate’s enterprise
activity or project

Internally assessed/externally moderated

Component 2 – Examination

100 marks

Short-answer, structured and more pen-ended
questions

The paper is based on a pre-released case study

Why choose it?
We ask learners to adopt the thoughts and actions of entrepreneurs, developing their knowledge and understanding of the
practicalities of setting up and running their own new enterprise. IGCSE Enterprise equips learners with a range of vital life skills for
use in planning and organisation, communication and financial management.

EXAM BOARD: Cambridge International
COURSE CODE: 0454
ASSESSMENT: EXTERNAL ASSIGNMENT (50%) & COURSEWORK (50%)
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Food and Nutrition
Course Outline
This new GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition is an exciting and creative course which
focuses on practical cooking skills to ensure students develop a thorough understanding
of nutrition, food provenance and the working characteristics of food materials.

Topics Studied
Food preparation skills are integrated into the five core topics:

Food, nutrition and health

Food science

Food safety

Food choice

Food provenance

How it’s assessed
Component 1 - Examination
Theoretical knowledge of food preparation and nutrition
from sections 1 to 5.
Written exam: 1hour 45minutes

Component 2 – Practical investigation
Students’ knowledge, skills and understanding in relation to
the planning, preparation, cooking, presentation of food
and application of nutrition related to the chosen task.
Students will prepare, cook and present a final menu of
three dishes within a single period of no more than 3 hours.

Multiple choice questions (20 marks)
Five questions, each with a number of sub questions (80
marks)

Why choose it?
At its heart, this qualification focuses on nurturing students’ practical cookery skills to give them a strong understanding of nutrition.
Upon completion of this course, students will be qualified to go on to further study, or embark on an apprenticeship or full time
career in the catering or food industries.

EXAM BOARD: AQA
COURSE CODE: 8565
ASSESSMENT: EXTERNAL ASSIGNMENT (50%) & COURSEWORK (50%)
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Geography
Course Outline
Topics of study include climate change, poverty, deprivation, global shifts in economic
power and the challenge of sustainable resource use. Students are also encouraged to
understand their role in society, by considering different viewpoints, values and attitudes.

Topics Studied
Physical Geography
Section A: Coastal Environments and River Environments
Section B: Field-work related questions on Coastal Environments
Human Geography
Section A: Economic Activity and Energy and Urban Environments
Section B: Field-work related questions on either Economic Activity and Energy or Urban Environments
Section C: One of the following: Climate Change or Globalisation and Migration

How it’s assessed
Paper 1: Physical Geography (40% of iGCSE)
● Written exams - 1 hour 10 minutes - 70 marks
Paper 2: Human Geography (60% of iGCSE)
● Written exams - 1 hour 45 minutes - 105 marks

Why choose it?
Students will travel the world from the classroom, exploring case studies in the United Kingdom (UK), newly emerging economies
(NEEs) and lower income countries (LICs).

EXAM BOARD: EDEXCEL
COURSE CODE: 8035
ASSESSMENT: EXTERNAL ASSIGNMENT (100%)
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History
Course Outline
IGCSE History prepares students for an unknown future. The skills of critical analysis,
evaluation, and logical thinking will be mastered through this course. The IGCSE is designed
to prepare students to understand the history of the world, the origin of the power structures
currently in existence, and ways think critically in order to make well-informed decisions

Topics Studied
The students will undertake a study of the following areas:
· Two Depth Studies:
· Germany: 1918-1945
· Superpower Relations- 1943-1972
· One Historical Investigation:
· The Vietnam Conflict: 1945-1975
· One breadth study in change:
· Middle East Conflict, Crises and Change 1917-2012

How it’s assessed
The course is linear. Students will be assessed at the end of the course through two examinations. Each examination lasts for 1 hour
and 30 minutes and consists of extended response questions and essay questions. Each paper is worth 60 marks.

Why choose it?
The course aims to develop each students’ ability to:
· develop and extend their knowledge and understanding of specified key events, periods and societies in history; and of the wide
diversity of human experience
· engage in historical enquiry to develop as independent learners and as critical and reflective thinkers
· develop the ability to ask relevant questions about the past, to investigate issues critically and to make valid historical claims by
using a range of sources in their historical context
· develop an awareness that different people, events and developments have been accorded historical significance and how and why
different interpretations have been constructed about them
· organise and communicate their historical knowledge and understanding in different ways and reach substantiated conclusions.

EXAM BOARD: EDEXCEL
COURSE CODE: 4H11
ASSESSMENT: EXTERNAL ASSIGNMENT (100%)
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Mathematics
Course Outline
There are two tiers of entry for the exams. The foundation tier allows access to the grades 1-5
and the higher tier allows access to the grades 4-9. All students will be taught the higher tier
syllabus in Year 10 with the intention that all students will be entered for the higher tier exam
at the end of Year 11. If we feel that a student is not able to access the work at the higher
level then we will allow the student to sit the foundation paper and we will make that decision at the end of Year 10.

Topics Studied
The IGCSE syllabus for both Foundation and Higher tier has been broken up into six main domains;
Numbers and the Number System
Equations, Formulae and Identities
Sequences, Functions and Graphs
Geometry and Trigonometry
Vectors and Transformation Geometry
Statistics and Probability

How it’s assessed
There are two tiers of entry for the exams. The foundation tier allows access to the grades 1-5 and the higher tier allows access to
the grades 4-9. All students will be taught the higher tier syllabus in Year 10 with the intention that all students will be entered for
the higher tier exam at the end of Year 11. If we feel that a student is not able to access the work at the higher level then we will
allow the student to sit the foundation paper and we will make that decision at the end of Year 10 .
The course will be assessed through two exams at the end of Year 11. Each of the exams will last for 2 hours and will be marked out
of 100.
The Higher exam will have 40% of its questions at grade 4 and 5 and the other 60% will be distributed evenly throughout the other
grades 6, 7, 8 and 9.
The Foundation exam will also have 40% of its questions at grade 4 and 5 and the other 60% will be distributed evenly throughout
the other grades 1, 2 and 3.

Why choose it?
There will be a certain amount of questioning designed to assess students problem solving and mathematical reasoning skills. These
skills will be developed throughout the course and are transferrable skills to other curricula.

EXAM BOARD: EDEXCEL
COURSE CODE: 4MA1
ASSESSMENT: EXTERNAL ASSIGNMENT (100%)
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Modern Foreign Languages
Why study Modern Foreign Languages?
Languages are very important in the world we live in and are a great skill you can use for the rest of
your life. Foreign language skills are essential for many jobs in global businesses such as computing,
marketing, and finance and even engineering. The internet has brought everyone much closer
together, so networking with people of different languages from all over the world is really easy.
Imagine all the other people you could communicate with and all the amazing places you could travel
to or work at and all because you can speak their language.
There is 100% external assessment – all papers will be set and marked externally. Tiered papers and
25% assessment weighting per skill.
Short translations from and into the target language.
Some target language questions in the listening and reading paper.
Authentic stimuli in the reading paper including literary texts.
Compulsory themes linked to: identity and culture; local, national, international and global areas of
interest; current and future study and employment
What is involved?
Theme 1 : Identity and culture Identity and culture • Who am I? • Daily life • Cultural life
Theme 2 : Local, national, international and global areas of interest Local area, holiday and travel •
Holidays • Travel and tourist transactions • Town, region and country International and global
dimension • Bringing the world together • Environmental issues
Theme 3 : Current and future study and employment School • What school is like • School activities:
Future aspirations, study and work • Using languages beyond the classroom • Ambitions • Work
Listening and Understanding 25%
50 marks Externally assessed,
tiered Foundation tier: 35 mins including 5 mins’ reading time; Higher tier: 45 mins including 5 mins’
reading time
Speaking 25%
70 marks Internally conducted and externally assessed
tiered Foundation tier: 7–9 mins plus 12 mins’ preparation time; 70 marks Higher tier: 10–12 mins
plus 12 mins’ preparation time
Role play
Picture based task
Conversation
Reading 25%
50 marks Externally assessed
tiered Foundation tier: 45 mins; Higher tier: 60 mins
3 sections: Section A - 6 questions set in English. Section B - 3 questions set in target language.
(Multiple choice for foundation) Section C - 1 translation passage from target language into English
Writing and understanding 25%
60 marks Externally assessed
tiered Foundation tier: 1 hour 10 mins; 3 open responses and 1 translation into target language;
Higher tier: 1 hour 20 minutes; 2 open responses and 1 translation into target language.
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Music
Course Outline
GCSE Music is a very varied and exciting option to take. There are a wide range of activities tied
up with the subject, including performing, composing and learning about different styles of
music. 60% of the overall qualification is obtained through the completion of coursework.
Music lessons at GCSE are very different from the lessons in Years 7 - 9. The groups are usually
quite small and the learning environment is much more informal. Students learn a lot by studying
the music of others, and discussing it within the group. This enables them to see what can be effective in musical composition and
also, what possibly doesn’t work. We endeavour to perform music regularly, either as a group, or as individuals.

Assessment Criteria

PERFORMING
(30%)

Students are required to perform on an instrument, or as a singer. This can be on any instrument and the two
performances can be on different instruments if the student wishes. The performance can be any style of
music. Students are required to provide at least 4 minutes of performances. This must be a mixture of solo and
ensemble performing (performing with other people). The ensemble can be anything from a piano duet or a
string quartet to a rock band! These two performances are recorded and marked by the teacher. The
recordings are then sent to the Board and the marks are checked (moderated). Students are encouraged to do
several performances throughout the course, so that we can then choose the best for their final pieces.

COMPOSING
(30%)

Students are required to submit two compositions for this section of the GCSE. There must be at least three
minutes’ worth of music from both compositions. One composition is written to a brief set by the Board. That
is, they will tell you what the music is for and then you must compose for that situation. The other composition
is a completely free choice.

LISTENING
(40%)

This is the only part of the GCSE that is an actual exam. Over the two years, students study music ranging in
style from classical music to popular music and music from other cultures. They also learn about the general
characteristics of various styles of music. In this 1 hour 45 minute exam, which takes place at the end of Year
11, Students are played extracts of selected set works and answer questions on the music. There is also a
longer question where students are asked to compare a piece they know, with a piece they don’t know. This
question will require a little more writing than the other questions

Common Questions









Do I have to be able to play an instrument? The simple answer is, yes. If you don’t already play an instrument or sing, we have teachers who
come to school who can teach you a variety of instruments, or voice. It is possible to start lessons in year 10 and reach an acceptable GCSE
standard by the end of year 11, although you should be prepared to work hard at it.
Do I have to write long essays? Not very often. The listening exam generally asks you for information in short answers or bullet points. There is
one extended writing question, but this is quite straightforward as it always follows a similar pattern.
I can’t read music. Can I do GCSE?
You can access much of GCSE music even if you can’t read musical notation. However, there is one question that requires you to read a few
notes and this can be worth many marks. Studying some of the set works usually requires a bit of note reading as well.
How do I compose music? You will be guided through many ways of composing music. Many people who play instruments like to make up pieces
for their instruments. Others like to compos e at the computer, using the Sibelius or Sequencing programmes such as Logic or Cubase and then
try it out to see if it works on real instruments. The advantage of using computer programmes is that it gives you the printed music, so you don’t
have to write it all down.
What are the benefits of studying music? Many people wish to try and work in the performing arts and music. It can be helpful in teaching,
broadcasting, theatre and many other jobs. Employers, colleges and universities generally look very favourably on music as a subject, as it
suggests a person will have many additional skills.

EXAM BOARD: EDEXCEL
COURSE CODE: 1MU0
ASSESSMENT: EXTERNAL ASSIGNMENT (40%) & Portfolio (60%)
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Photography
Course Outline
Photography may be defined as the creative journey through the process of lens- and light-based
media. This could include work created using film, video, digital imaging or light sensitive materials.
With the developments of new affordable lens-based technologies, students should attempt to use the
photographic mediums to explore and create a body of work, which develops and refines both the
process and the concept. Students will also understand that Photography practitioners may work to
client commissions within a commercial photography studio, or work as freelance photographers. They
will need photo manipulation, graphic design skills, and good communication skills in order to liaise
with clients and to promote themselves as photographers. All students must use drawing to support
the development process of their work and will be expected to demonstrate the ability to record their
ideas, observations, insights and judgments through written annotation, using suitable specialist
vocabulary.

Topics Studied
During YR10 students will study the topic of “Natural Forms” and “Manufactured Objects”. As well as developing critical
understanding of artwork pupils will develop practical skills in sketching and drawing, digital photography, photo-editing, digital and
physical image manipulation. Towards the end of YR10 pupils will choose their own topic to study, starting points may include;
fantasy, portraits, world events, messages. This project will continue into YR11 until January when the externally set task is started.

How it’s assessed
Component 1 – Portfolio
Project work completed during YY10 and YR11 consisting of sketchbook studies and final piece. Portfolio work will be completed both
in school and at home. Assessed internally and moderated in June by the exam board. Worth 60% of the GCSE marks.
Component 2 – Externally set Task
Project work based on a topic sent by the exam board in January of YR11. Sketchbook work will be completed both in school and at
home and the final pieces will be produced during a 10 hour controlled exam session. Assessed internally and moderated in June by
the exam board. Worth 40% of the GCSE marks.

Why choose it?
The course provides a solid pathway onto the A-Level Photography and higher education with the arts. Career pathways within the
creative industries include photojournalism, wild-life photography, portrait photography, graphic design, product design, animation
and fashion photography

EXAM BOARD: EDEXCEL
COURSE CODE: 1AD0
ASSESSMENT: EXTERNAL ASSIGNMENT (40%) & Portfolio (60%)
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Physics
Course Outline
Physics at GCSE will follow the GCSE syllabus and will be examined using the AQA GCSE Physics (8463). This syllabus is
new from September 2016 with the first exams in 2018. This board has introduced the 1-9 grading scale that aligns
with the new scale for GCSE’s in England.
Topics Studied
The GCSE syllabus for AQA Physics tier has been broken up into nine main domains;
 Energy
 Electricity
 Particle model of matter
 Atomic structure
 Forces
 Waves
 Magnetism and electromagnetism
 Space physics
Further to these domains, there will be a large amount of work devoted to working scientifically within the subject
content. The syllabus requires 10 mandatory practical's to be completed. The skills pupils will develop includes
Development of scientific thinking
Experimental skill and strategies
Analysis and evaluation
Scientific vocabulary, quantities, units, symbols, and nomenclature
How it’s assessed

Paper 2
Topics 5-8 with some elements of energy change
Topics 1–4:
Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes
WhyWritten
chooseexam:
it? 1 hour 45 minutes
100 marks
100 marks
50% of GCSE
50%
GCSE
There
willofbe
a certain amount of questioning designed to assess students problem solving and mathematical reasoning skills. These
Questions
Questions
skills will be developed throughout the course and are transferrable skills
to other
curricula.
Multiple
choice,
structured, closed short answer and
Multiple choice, structured, closed short answer and
open
response.
open response.

Paper 1

EXAM BOARD: AQA
COURSE CODE: 8464/8463
ASSESSMENT: EXTERNAL ASSIGNMENT (100%)
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Physical Education
Course Outline
This course encourages students who love PE to engage with key issues and themes relating
to contemporary global influences on physical education and sport. Students will use a
multitude of skills to develop a holistic understanding of physical education.
You will develop a theoretical understanding of the factors that underpin physical activity
and sport and use this knowledge to improve sports performance. Throughout the course
you will have an opportunity to investigate how the physiological and psychological state of a sportsperson can affect
performance in both physical activity and sport.

Assessment Criteria
Students will be assessed both theoretically and practically. The theory is assessed in a written exam and your coursework, it equates
to 70% of your overall mark. Students will also be assessed as a competitive sports performer. Students will be expected to complete
a practical assessment in three activities, they must consist of at least one individual and team sport. The practical assessment provides
the remaining 30% of your overall grade

COMPONENT 1: FITNESS & BODY SYSTEMS (36%)





Movement & analysis
Applied anatomy and physiology
Physical training
Data analysis
COMPONENT 3: PRACTICAL PERFORMANCE X3 SPORTS
INDIVIDUAL/TEAM/OWN CHOICE (30%)

Students will be assessed against set criteria from Edexcel and
will be expected to perform a range of sports skills in isolation
and within a competitive context.

COMPONENT 2: HEALTH & PERFORMANCE (24%)





Health, fitness and wellbeing
Sports Psychology
Socio-cultural influences
Technology in Sport

COMPONENT 4: PERSONAL EXERCISE PROGRAMME (10%)
Students will devise a 6 week exercise programme that
demonstrates their understanding of anatomy and physiology
and the key principles of training. Students will then use data
analysis to evaluate the effectiveness of their personalised
exercise plan.

EXAM BOARD: PEARSON EDEXCEL
COURSE CODE: IPE0
ASSESSMENT: COURSEWORK AND WRITTEN EXAMINATION
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Psychology
Course Outline
Students are introduced to the major theories that govern psychology today. Students will
have the opportunity to key areas of psychology they find interesting. Students are also trained to
use research methods through the development of a study of their own. Combined Science, Mathematics and English re
complimentary subjects to Psychology as numeracy and literacy skills are fundamental in succeeding in Psychology

Topics Studied
Topic 1: Development – How did you develop?
Topic 2: Memory – How does your memory work?
Topic 3: Psychological problems – How would psychological problems affect you?
Topic 4: The brain and neuropsychology – How does your brain affect you?
Topic 5: Social influence – How do others affect you?
Topic 6: Criminal psychology – Why do people become criminals?
Topic 9: Sleep and dreaming – Why do you need to sleep and dream?
Topic 11: Research methods – How do you carry out psychological research?

How it’s assessed
Paper 1 (Paper code: 1PS0/01)
The paper consists of six sections. The first five sections each cover one of the topics listed above. These sections will include
multiple-choice, short-open and open-response questions.
The sixth section will contain two extended open-response questions. These questions will focus on debates within psychology and
the interrelationships between the core areas of psychology.
Paper 2 (Paper code: 1PS0/02)
Written examination: 1 hour and 20 minutes
45% of the qualification
79 marks

Why choose it?

Psychology is the study of the mind and how it works. This discipline attempts to answer the questions “Why are we the way we
are?” and “Why do we behave the way we do?”. This course covers an introduction to the brain and the way our brains interpret the
world around us.

EXAM BOARD: EDEXCEL
COURSE CODE: 1PS0
ASSESSMENT: EXTERNAL ASSIGNMENT (100%)
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Sport Level 2

We have introduced a number of BTEC qualifications to offer more diverse
personalised learning pathways for our students. BTECs combine practical learning
with subject and theory content. There are over 2,000 BTEC qualifications across 16
sectors – they are available from entry level through to professional qualifications at
level 7 (equivalent to postgraduate study).
What are BTEC qualifications?
BTECs are work-related qualifications suitable for a wide range of students. They
provide a practical, real-world approach to learning without sacrificing any of the
essential subject theory. BTEC Firsts are available from entry level to Level 2 (similar
standard to GCSEs). These offer an introduction to work in a vocational
sector. Combined with other qualifications, these can enable you to go on to further
study, to an apprenticeship, or into employment.
How do they work?
BTEC qualifications are flexible – you can take one alongside (or instead of) GCSEs.
They’re also studied full-time, either in college or jointly between a school and a
college. Every BTEC student takes the core units, which provide a broad foundation
and understanding about the sector. There is a range of optional units to choose from
which enable students to focus on particular interests and plans they have for next
steps into further study, an apprenticeship, or employment.
How are BTECs structured?
Each BTEC is made up of units. The number of units is dependent on the level and size
of BTEC being studied. The course involves a series of assignments which can be
written or activity-based, for example creating a film clip, planning and putting on a
performance, or creating a business plan. Students complete some assignments
individually and some as part of a team. For some BTEC courses, students can also
apply their knowledge and skills through work experience. In order to complete each
unit, students must achieve against a set of outcomes. The assessment process is
ongoing, so it allows the student to analyse and improve their own performance
through their course in much the same way as they would in a real workplace.
How are BTECs assessed?
The assessment of BTECs is ongoing and portfolio-based and so often plays to the
strength of those students who perform better through ongoing assessments.
Find out more: http://www.edexcel.com/international/Documents/BTEC-ParentsLearners-Guide-July-2012.pdf
A range of BTEC courses will be offered dependent on numbers and timetabling.
For additional information on BTECs please contact:
BTEC Co-ordinator: Ms. Grace Holcombe on gholcombe@safacommunityschool.com
Head of Secondary: Mr. Mike Davies on headofsecondary@safacommunityschool.com

Firsts
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BTEC Sport
Course Outline
The BTEC Level 2 Diploma in Sport is an excellent choice for students who wish to learn more
about training for personal fitness, anatomy and physiology or those who would love plan
and lead sports activities themselves. The Diploma is a two year course that is the equivalent
to two GCSE’s. There are four units in the course made up of mandatory and optional units.

Assessment Criteria
Students will be assessed on their ability to apply their knowledge and understanding into a practical context. This will be done
through a variety of workbooks and practical activities where students will achieve either a Pass, Merit, or Distinction outcome.

FITNESS TESTING AND TRAINING

MANDATORY UNITS
PRACTICAL SPORT/ OUTDOOR ADVENTUROUS ACTIVITIES

This unit develops learners’ knowledge of and skills in the
essential fitness requirements and training methods used to
achieve successful sports performance. The unit also explores
lifestyle and psychological factors and the effects these can
have on sports training and performance

Students develop their knowledge of the rules, skills and
techniques for one team and one individual sport through
practical application. On completion of this unit learners will
be able to practise and refine their individual skills and
techniques, experience tactics and team formations and be
able to analyse their strengths and areas for improvement of
themselves and others

OPTIONAL UNITS
PLANNING AND LEADING SPORTS ACTIVITIES

DEVELOPMENT OF PERSONAL FITNESS

BUSINESS SKILLS IN SPORT

Students will study the attributes and responsibilities of a
sports leader, learn how to plan sports sessions, deliver a
sports leadership session and review the planning and
implementation of the delivered session.

Students will learn how to collect and interpret personal data,
they will then design and implement a training programme
This unit will help learners to learner and develop the business
skills that employees in the sport and leisure industry need.
Learners will start by exploring the business skills needed to
support customers in the sport and leisure industry. This will
include how to manage customer records and complaints.

EXAM BOARD: PEARSON EDEXCEL
COURSE LEVEL: DIPLOMA
ASSESSMENT: COURSEWORK – CONTINUOUS ASSESSMENT
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SAFA COMMUNITY SCHOOL SIXTH FORM
P.O. Box 71091 Dubai, UAE
+971 4 385 1810

school@safacommunityschool.com
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